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I'.Ull!rpis from the essay:

The Myth of the Black Matriarchy:
Black Fatherhood in the Time of Famine
2. reality check
As cultural and literary critic, African American woman Hortense J.
Spillers writes in her essay, "In the Time of the Daughters and the Fathers":
...Among African-Americans in the midst of violent historic interven
tion that, for all intents and purposes, has banished the father, if not in fact
murdered him, the Father's law embodies still the guilt that hovers: one feels
called on to "explain," make excuses, for his "absence." 1
This portion of her essay speaks to the noticeable absence of one half of
the parenting unit which equals "functional family'' -an absence due to the
extension of the social organization of slavery into the 20th century space
occupied by Black men and by their daughters who, for whatever reasons,
;tre still catching hell, and catching hell, and catching hell, from Kunta Kinte
to Emmet Till to Rodney King: it is a tapestry of "intervention". Capitalism
thrives upon the stolen work of everybody who lives under it, and therefore,
the manifest value of the black male has always been and still is, the use of
his body by the apparatus of Capitalist productivity.
The railroad spikes must be driven, the cotton must be picked, the
wars of conquest must have an infantry, and the oil well fires and nuclear
power plant leaks must be doused and cleaned up by someone. To the extent
that manual labor now is all but obsolete, the majority of the working class is
now experiencing acute abandonment and a sort of state of famine. This is so
regardless of race, really. Regardless of gender as well, for that matter. If you
used to make cars, man or woman, Black or Anglo, chances are you have
been tossed onto the scrapheap of America' s depleted industrial revolution.
How much more so then, must be the uselessness of a Black man, whose
only value at any level of analysis, has been historically, his broad back, his
strong arms, his solid thighs and calves? Again, the scramble into the middle
and intellectual class is our only perceived escape.
Not to forget the parallel position of Black women. They have histori
cally been the captives of this patriarchist social organization: nursemaids,
cooks, field hands, wetnurses, and domestic janitors. In a society which .has
never recognized the humanity and rights of any woman, Black women are
twia? confined by raa? and by gender together. Under the current regime, the
concept of "intervention" is indeed a salient one for all American women,
who, it seems, will soon have no legal right to end unwanted pregnancy. The
state means us to know, that women are set in the position of permanent
childhood. The state is one's eternal 'guardian'-one's lord and master; that
one is "husbanded" by the state if one is a woman under these conditions.
How much more patronized then, is the Black female body, a body which
has historically been appropriated, raped, confined, exploited and mimicked,
while being simultaneously insulted, experimented upon, scorned ("Are you
a scorned woman?" asked Senator Howell Hefflin of Professor Anita Hill last
fall), and tilled like a common field by Capitalism and its non-discontents?
Gass assimilation has been the traditional carrot on a stick for all of us,
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